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changes to its programs and added programs do not jeopardize continued Title IV eligibility.  Also, note that the grace period may not be extended if a program fails to obtain institutional accreditation by the end of the grace period.

Copies of the Handbook are filed at the National Oriental Medicine Accreditation Agency, 555 Capitol, Suite 600, Sacramento, CA 95814.
2. First-Professional Doctor Degree

Formed in 2000, NOMAA established its institutional and programmatic accreditation standards for institutions/programs offering a first-professional doctor degree in oriental medicine. Historically, in the East Asian nations of China, Taiwan, and Korea, where oriental medicine has equal status with "conventional" medicine, five to six year programs are invariably a prerequisite to license doctors of "Traditional Chinese Medicine" or "Korean Oriental Medicine." In the United States, oriental medicine is the only form of primary healthcare that has not yet established or required a first-professional doctor level of education. Therefore, NOMAA is filling this void. 

3. Rationale for Raising Standards of Oriental Medicine
As patient visits to oriental medicine practitioners increases, the risk of malpractice by commission and/or omission will also increase, and qualitative and quantitative improvements are needed in the educational standards under which institutions that offer such programs. Most oriental medical practitioners’ professional associations have determined that increases in education and accreditation standards are needed for competent, safe and effective delivery of primary care. The main goals were to provide a standard that: 1) is consistent with the responsibilities dictated by applicable state and federal laws especially public interest law requirements to protect the public’s safety and welfare; 2) is based on known and established anatomical, physiological, and medical principles; 3) is consistent with the historic foundations and present understanding of Chinese/oriental medicine; 4) ensures graduates will be able to communicate with the general health care profession using common medical terminology; 5) graduates will be able to diagnose and assess patient conditions in order to determine appropriate oriental medicine treatments or referral to other health care providers; and 6) ensures that graduates will be competent in the practice of oriental medicine and able to either enter private practice or be able to practice within an integrated medical setting. These standards have not previously been properly articulated by any other oriental medicine agency or professional organization.

NOMAA accreditation standards address: (1) increase in number of hours required (didactic & clinical internship) for graduation from a first-professional oriental medicine doctor level program; and (2) integrated education of oriental & conventional medical sciences. NOMAA standards are intended to improve the quality of education that will lead to an increase in the quality of patient care. 
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